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PIGEON POST 
 Learn ~ Live ~ Lead

Dates for the Diary 

SEPTEMBER 

• Sun 3 ~ FATHER’S DAY 

• Tues 5 ~ FOIM ~ 
Sydney Opera House ~ 
7pm 

• Wed 6 ~ P&C meeting 
~ 7pm 

• Thurs 7 ~ Ultimo Public 
Speaking Finals 

• Thurs 14 ~ K-2 
Athletics Carnival 

• Sun 17 ~ Working Bee 
~ 8am-12pm 

• Fri 22 ~ Last Day of 
Term 3 

OCTOBER 

• Mon 9 ~ First day of 
Term 4 

NOVEMBER 

• Sunday 19 ~ Belle 
Property Balmain Fun 
Run

Firing up the barbie…

Balmain PS certainly knows how to 
pitch in and put on an event!  

The first day of Spring saw our school 
become a hive of activity, complete 
with tantalising aromas arising from 
the bbq, thanks to these gents. 

A special breakfast for our community, 
by our community… 

Maria Lambos ~ Principal
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On Friday 25 August, the Inner West 
Council Libraries Book Week 
Competition prize giving was held.  

Across the 8 branches, over 2000 
entries were received, from students 
at 45 different schools.  

There were 80 winners chosen across 
all school years and 2 were from our 
school - Imogen R from Kindergarten, 
as well as Brandon L in Year 5. 

The children's pictures and stories will 
be published on the Council's website 
soon.
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P&C Meeting 

Wednesday 
6 Sept 

7pm 

all welcome

BPS ELECTION DAY CAKE STALL 
8am-2pm, SATURDAY 9 SEPTEMBER 

PLEASE ASSIST BY MAKING SLICES, CAKES, CUPCAKES OR BISCUITS. 
CAKE BOXES WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE FROM THE FRONT OFFICE, WEEK BEGINNING 4 SEPTEMBER. 
PLEASE BRING YOUR GOODS TO THE SCHOOL STAFFROOM ON FRIDAY 8 SEPTEMBER, BEFORE 
3:30PM, OR DROP THEM AT THE CAKE STALL BY 10AM ON THE DAY. 
ANY QUERIES, PLEASE CALL NYREE MORRIS 0410 592 412 0R LYNDAL RUTGERS 0429 349 694.
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NAPLAN 
Online 
Trial

IT Levy 
The P&C endorsed, $75/child 

IT levy, as part of the School 
Resources Fee, assists the 
school in maintaining and 

upgrading technologies 
supporting your children’s 

education. 

The most recent purchase of 
30 HP laptops have just been 

used, for the first time, for the 
NAPLAN Online Trial this 

week.  

These laptops will now go 
into the classrooms. 

We thank our community for 
your continued support!    
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NAPLAN School 
Readiness by Luca 5L 

This week, Year 3 and Year 5 
participated in the school trial for 

NAPLAN online, featuring two tests: an 
Omnibus (all subjects except writing) 

and a writing test. This was the first 
time the school had trialled NAPLAN 

online and we must say that it went very 
smoothly.  

Many Year 5’s thought it was fantastic 
and this is what they had to say: 

  
“It was a lot faster to type the writing task.”

“It was easier to concentrate because we 
had headphones on.”

“You don’t have to sharpen your pencil; it 
was neat, so the marker could read it and 

you don’t need to rub anything out!” 
“The internet worked perfectly. It sure was 

a great idea.”
“It was much easier and faster to type, so I 

fit more in less time;it was also easier to 
answer my questions in depth.”

Many Year 3’s thought it was fantastic 
and this is what they had to say:  

“It was faster and I could go back.”
“I liked that I had to type. It helped me 

improve my typing.”
“You didn’t need a rubber or a sharpener.”

“It tells you if you have missed a question.”
“It felt comfortable and I felt very little 

pressure.”
“It was more efficient, as it read to me. It 

was quicker.”

As you can see, NAPLAN Online was a 
great success and we look forward to 

having it next year! 
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On Tuesday 29 August, Bethan 
Mc (5L), Pascale W (5L), 
Dominic W (5L) and James L 
(6EN), represented Balmain PS in 
round 6 of the ANSTO Top Coder 
competition.  This competition 
was set up in 2016 to promote 
Coding in public schools. Last 
year, 12 schools were involved, 
and this year there are 41 schools 
competing, split over 7 rounds. 

In round 6 - which was hosted by 
Pagewood PS - there were 5 other 
schools competing in addition to 
Balmain. Each school had two 
teams of two students, who had to 
work together on a coding 
task. Our teams were Bethan & 
Pascale, and James & 
Dominic.  The task was to make a 
Scratch project (game, animation, 
art music or story) about 'Healthy 
Living’, in 2 hours. 

Each of the 12 teams presented 
their project at the end of the 2 
hours and certificates were given 
out by Mr Matt Thistlethwaite 
MP, Member for Kingsford Smith. 

Both Balmain teams elected to 
create a game. Bethan and 
Pascale did very well completing 
their Scratch project with time to 
spare, and were commended by 
the judges for helping other teams 
with their coding. James and 
Dominic were selected to go 
through to the final being held at 
ANSTO in late October. 

We all had a fun day and learnt a 
lot about coding under pressure!

ANSTO 
Top 

Coder 
competition 
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PSSA ~ Netball 
It's the first day of spring and it was boiling hot. 
The Senior As had a cracking game and gave it 
their all, but the other team was successful. The 
senior Bs had a brilliant game, winning 8-5. The C 
team had a really good game, but didn't get a 
victory.

The juniors had a brilliant day, with the A team 
playing two games; in the first, they won 18-1 and 
the second game 8-1; that is a good day for the A 
team. The B team had a smashing game, but lost 
1-3. So close  B team!

GO BALMAIN!!!!👍 😀 😃 😁 😉 😊

By Hannah B and Winnie M

PSSA ~ Soccer 

 Balmain A’s 

Balmain A’s 

The Milo & Cookie 
fundraising day for 

Guide Dogs raised 
$589.70!

It was an exciting match this week between 
Balmain A and Birchgrove A.  Early scoring from 
Santiago from Balmain, in the opening minutes, 
made it feel like it was going to be a convincing 

win.  2-0 after 5 minutes. Controversy then 
happened, as the first goal from Birchgrove was 

allowed.   Made it 2-1.

Santiago scored again to make it 3-1.  Then we were 
definitely going to win.  But, hold on, Birchgrove 

come back and the next 2 goals for Birchgrove 
were unlucky, because they were own goals scored 

by Balmain. 

And perhaps the best one for Birchgrove was by 
Santiago and his magic boot.   The Birchgrove 

attackers put in a right, bottom corner shot. The 
keeper dived to save it.  There were attackers and 
defenders everywhere.  Santiago was in the front 
and he tried to control the ball, but it clipped the 

back hook of his boot and flicked over everybody’s 
head; the keeper was already down and couldn’t 
recover to save it.  Score 3-3.  And then, straight 

away, the referee blew the whistle.

Heartbreak for Balmain.  Balmain scored 2 goals in 
the first minutes and the final two Birchgrove goals 
were scored in the final minutes.  Great game from 

both sides.

Double heartbreak.  Balmain’s heart has cracked 
into thirds, as an unlucky demolition of Balmain B 

occurred at the hands of Orange Grove A. They 
played like they knew how to play soccer.  No 

extremely unlucky own goals from Orange Grove 
(damn it).  We lost 5-0.  But Balmain B never gave; 

they tried hard the whole game, and well done to 
Lucius for his great efforts in that game.

By Joe F
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Kalanie: All the odd laws the different states have are interesting 
like the potato laws in Western Australia where you cannot carry 
more than 50kg potatoes in a vehicle. A potato farmer called Spud 
King argued against the law. 

�15

Young Justice Program  
This program is run by Young Lawyers Society to promote social justice awareness in Stage 3 students. 
Balmain PS was fortunate to be offered 10 places for 2017. The students met The Honourable Geoffrey 
Justice Bellew, whilst sitting in the Supreme Court; they had workshops in animal rights, legal education, 
climate change and human rights.  

Daphne: 

 I loved learning about things that I 
would never expect people to make 
laws about. Mum said I came home 

today absolutely brimming with 
inspiration.  

Kalanie: 

All the odd laws the 
different states have are 

interesting, like the potato 
laws in Western Australia, 
where you cannot carry 

more than 50kg potatoes in 
a vehicle. A potato farmer, 
called Spud King, argued 

against the law.

Isaac: 

I really liked the climate 
change session with Ross. He 

shaved off half his beard 
and raised nearly $800 for 
reforestation. He talked us 

with half a beard. 

Bethan:

I am intrigued why the 
government didn’t know 
about the ‘suspicious guinea 
pig’ when Queensland has a 
law about keeping rabbits. 

Sandy:

Children are suing 
Governments overseas about 
climate change. They believe 
past generations have 
compromised their future 
through running coal plants 
and other actions.  

Luca: 

What amazed me was the the amount of 
years it took Justice Bellew to get from 
being a solicitor to a Justice - 27 years!!! 
I really enjoyed listening to this man.  

Arno: 

The crazy penalties for some strange 
laws - like the fine for carrying more 
than 50kg potatoes, seems far too much 
for such a small offence.  

Paul:

I think I asked the most 
questions! I was particularly 
interested in the rights of the 
child. There was a story of a 
girl in East Timor who had to 
collect water for her family - 
it took an hour before 
school and an hour after 
school. Then she also had to 
go to school which was an 
hour each way! This 
contravenes Article 32 twice 
every day!  

Ben W:

What weird laws we have in 
our country. Did you know it 
is against the law for women 
to wear nightwear while 
riding a horse?  

Ben S:

This was a really good 
experience as I learnt about 
law and how it works.  
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