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PIGEON POST 

2019 
JANUARY 
• Wed 23 ~ Uniform Stall ~ 

9:00-10:30am 

• Mon 28 Jan ~ PUBLIC 
HOLIDAY 

• Tues 29 ~ Staff 
Development Day ~ NO 
STUDENTS 

• Tues 29 ~ Uniform Stall ~ 
9:30-11:30pm 

• Wed 30 ~ Years 1-6 
STUDENTS RETURN 

• Wed 30 ~ Kindy Best Start 

• Thurs 31 ~ Kindy Best Start 

FEBRUARY 
• Fri 1 ~ Kindy Best Start 

• Mon 4 ~ Kindy BEGIN  

• Fri 8 ~ Swimming Carnival 
~ 8 years + 

The Deputy Secretary 
visits Balmain PS!

We were fortunate to have Murat Dizdar, Deputy Secretary, 
Operations and Performance NSW Public Schools, take time 
out of his very busy schedule to visit Balmain Public School 
on Friday, all thanks to our Year 6 student, Paul Braoudakis. 

#BalmainPublicSchool #ProudPrincipal #FutureFocused 
#engagement #FlexibleLearning 
#QualityEducationIsOurCoreBusiness 
#It’sAllAboutOurKids #BestSchoolEver 

Maria Lambos Principal 

Maria Lambos ~ Principal
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School Calendar
TERM 4 @ BPS

WEEK MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SAT/SUN

10
17 Dec 
Year 6 
Graduation

18 Dec 
Celebration 
of Learning 

19 Dec 
Last day of 
school

20 Dec 
HOLIDAYS 
COMMENCE!

HOLS
23 Jan 
Uniform stall 
9:00-10:30am

2019 TERM 1 @ BPS

1
28 Jan 
PUBLIC 
HOLIDAY

29 Jan 
NO STUDENTS 
Uniform stall 
9:30-11:30am

30 Jan 
Students Years 
1-6 commence 
Kindy Best Start

31 Jan 
Kindy Best Start

1 Feb 
Kindy Best Start

2
4 Feb 
Kindy start 
school 
today!

5 Feb 6 Feb 7 Feb 8 Feb 
Swimming 
Carnival

BPS 
event

P&C 
event

NEW BPS UNIFORM 
HTTPS://BALMAIN-P.SCHOOLS.NSW.GOV.AU/

ABOUT-OUR-SCHOOL/WHAT-WE-OFFER/
SCHOOL-UNIFORMS.HTML

Order your new school uniform items here...

WINTER UNIFORM - 
FINAL RESULT 

Both the parents and girls have 
voted in favour of the navy skirt, 
with the option of still wearing the 
lemon blouse.

https://balmain-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/about-our-school/what-we-offer/school-uniforms.html
https://balmain-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/about-our-school/what-we-offer/school-uniforms.html
https://balmain-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/about-our-school/what-we-offer/school-uniforms.html
https://balmain-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/about-our-school/what-we-offer/school-uniforms.html
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LEARN LIVE LEAD  
Awards 

K Crabs 
David T - excellence in all learning areas 
K Dugong  
Gerhard S - starting his story with a sizzling start! 
K Pufferfish  
Arwen J - displaying good citizenship by assisting others 
1/2 Blue Dragon 
Lina S - achieving high results from hard work and 
dedication in her maths 
1/2 Galapagos 
Olivia P - being so brave and singing beautifully in front 
of the whole school! 
1/2 Megalodon 
Elle Z - outstanding efforts in all areas 
1/2 Seahorse 
Micah C - his conscientious and dedicated approach to 
his work, always trying his best 
3/4 Flameback 
Lachlan R - his attentiveness and eagerness to improve in 
all areas of his learning! 
3/4 Krill 
Sarah H - always showing great collaboration and 
teamwork skills 
3/4 Turtles 
Henry C - his leadership, friendship and maturity shown 
to peers and teachers. Also his dedication to all learning 
areas. Excellent work Henry 
5/6 Coelacanth 
Toby C - posing interesting questions about how light 
behaves in space to guide his inquiry task 
5/6 Lasseter’s 
Finn W - demonstrating leadership in sport and Year 5 
group activities 
5/6 Tethya  
Connor C - working collaboratively with his peers in 
literacy rotations and extending their collective 
knowledge! 
5/6 Wahoo 
Bella T - her outstanding space probe work in science  
5/6 Yabby 
Keira C - her F2L spacecraft diorama 

K Crabs 
Zoe P - her consistent application of effort in all learning 
areas this year 
Tristan L, Callan H-J  - applying himself to all classroom 
activities with enthusiasm/using complex vocabulary in 
his writing 
K Dugong  
Mila F - working really hard in literacy groups to improve 
her reading! 
Georgie C  - contributing to all classroom activities 
K Pufferfish  
Imogen J - contributing to all classroom activities and 
always setting a good example for others! 
Joshua McG  - working hard in literacy groups and 
producing high quality work! 
1/2 Blue Dragon 
Brodie N-S - focused and dedicated work on his 
sculpture 
Astrid C  - outstanding commitment to her reading 
1/2 Galapagos 
Maddie C - working hard to develop her confidence in 
all areas of her learning 
Ben S  - excellent writing about his family's history 
sculpture 
1/2 Megalodon 
Arkie E M  - great efforts in learning 
Felisha K - excellence in learning 
1/2 Seahorse 
Tristan Y - his achievements, dedication to learning and 
respectful nature 
Mila McN  - always trying her best with each and every 
task 

3/4 Flameback 
Sebastien G - his ongoing efforts towards becoming a 
reflective learner 
Maximiliaan R  - his overall improvement in literacy 
3/4 Krill 
Dillon P - showing outstanding creativity during his PBL 
project 
Sam S  - bringing an extra spark to 3/4 Krill 
3/4 Turtles 
Eleanor C - her positive growth mindset in all key 
learning areas. Her 'You Can Do It attitude' and believing 
in herself. Very proud of all your achievements, Eleanor 
Greta R  - using her initiative by incorporating her 
spelling words, to write a beautiful piece of writing. 
Fantastic work, Greta 
Keira L  - her persistence in all aspects of her learning to 
demonstrate confidence, resilience and strategies to 
problem-solve 
5/6 Coelacanth 
Felicia Y - showing great focus and motivation when 
completing self-directed projects 
5/6 Lasseter’s 
Pearce T - persistence and resilience in the face of 
challenges 
Jacob B  - demonstrating persistence and resilience at all 
times.  All the best for high school! 
5/6 Tethya  
Danielle K - always striving for excellence in everything 
that she does 
Lara O’C  - being a kind and considerate citizen of 
Balmain Public School 
5/6 Wahoo 
Nelson L - demonstrating 'The Balmain Way' at all times 
Ned L  - demonstrating entrepreneurial skills through 
Egg Society  
5/6 Yabby 
Emily M  - her eggcellent contributions to our egg 
society 

Learn Live Lead Awards

POSITIVE 

PETE AWARDs 

go to: 

Niamh F KC 

Luca H 1/2S 
Henry C 3/4T 
Alexia K 5/6T
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Date 

TICKETS NOW AVAILABLE ON FLEXI-SCHOOLS FOR THE PARENTS EVENING & 
PURCHASE OF KID’S INDIVIDUAL ARTWORKS  www.flexischools.com.au

an Artist
Spotlight on 

Ken Done has very
generously donated the
limited edition print
(pictured), December
Reef that will be
available in the silent
auction. Ken’s first solo
exhibition was held in
Sydney in 1980.

3/4 Flameback 
Frederick B - his growth in showing initiative 
Leo S - his resilient attitude towards all challenges 
3/4 Krill 
James T - being able to adapt to all learning situations 
Charlotte F - always showing kindness to others even 
during a challenge 
3/4 Turtles 
Dylan S - his growth as a person within the Balmain 
family and his steady growth across all key learning 
areas 
Jonah J - his efforts to control and focus. His personality 
is a joy and he brings smiles to our dials. Thank you 
Jonah 
5/6 Coelacanth 
Yesmina Y - being a resilient learner who readily seeks 
and accepts feedback 
Marli P - her work ethic and methodical persistence 
through all tasks 
5/6 Lasseter’s 
Leela B - the joy and enjoyment of life that she brings to 
the classroom 
Elvira G - her gentle and kind nature and her determined 
application to her learning 
5/6 Tethya  
Oscar J - being courageous and resilient every day 
Anahita D - working hard and being persistent in 
achieving her literacy goals 
5/6 Wahoo 
Sophie H - demonstrating perseverance at challenging 
times 
Brandon L - demonstrating perseverance at challenging 
times 
5/6 Yabby 
Chloe C - showing persistence in making positive 
friendship choices

K Crabs 
Genevieve P - working hard to decipher a tricky word in 
her reading 
Niamh F  - maintaining positive relationships with her 
peers 
K Dugong 
Sophia A  - attempting to spell difficult words on her own 
by using the chunking strategy! 
Claudia P  - working hard to decipher a tricky word in her 
writing 
K Pufferfish  
Caelan A - using fluency and expression to improve his 
reading! 
Anna D-W  - continued hard work and classroom 
application over her last few days at Balmain! 
1/2 Blue Dragon 
Rosemary A - persisting with Papier-mâché sculpture 
William B - overcoming obstacles during construction of 
his sculpture 
1/2 Galapagos 
Luca M - Excellent participation during AFL 
Elias P  - having a positive attitude and always bouncing 
back after a set back 
1/2 Megalodon 
Amelia H - bouncing back from situations 
Imogen R - working hard on resilience 
1/2 Seahorse 
Mia B - persistence with her writing and always trying 
her best 
Summer W  - persistence with her learning and increased 
confidence 

Annabel L KP 

Elise G 1/2G 

Alex L 3/4K 

Bethan Mcc 5/6W

POSITIVE 

PETE AWARDs 

go to: 

You Can Do It! Awards
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Save 
The

How exciting to have a visit from the 
Deputy Secretary, Mr Murat Dizdar.  

It was great to be able to visit classrooms 
and watch Murat interacting so 
authentically with our kids. It’s a shame 
that he wasn’t able to get around the 
entire school, due to time constraints… 

Hi Maria
 
Thank you for welcoming me into your 
school this morning.
 
I enjoyed hearing from your Year 6 
students about the process they 
underwent with their teachers to create 
the outstanding flexible learning spaces 
across all the Stage 3 classes in the 
school. I was blown away by the 
creativity and talent of your students to 
carefully plan, budget and create their 
unique learning spaces so diligently.
 
The learning opportunities provided to 
your Kindergarten students in their 
classroom wonderland was impressive. 
I observed students who were highly 
engaged in their learning as they 
played and explored a multitude of 
topics across the 3 classrooms – 
outstanding!  
 
Thank you for also allowing me to film 
my welcome message at your school. I 
will arrange for Evonne to email you a 
link of the draft video before I share it 
publicly.
 
Attached are some key photos taken 
during my visit that you may like to 
publish via your own school social 
media accounts…

Thank you again for your outstanding 
vision and leadership of Balmain Public 
School.
 
Have a great finish to the 2018 school 
year and my best wishes for 2019.
 
 
Regards
 
Murat Dizdar
DEPUTY SECRETARY, SCHOOL 
OPERATIONS AND PERFORMANCE
NSW DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

A visit from the Deputy Secretary…
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We say THANKS!
We have a myriad of people who help make Balmain Public School the great 
place that it is! 

Firstly, I thank all our staff, both teaching and non-teaching, who seemingly 
tirelessly arrive each and every day, ready to support each and every of the 
376 students…thank you so much! 

Our P&C is absolutely amazing! The unwavering support allows fabulous 
resourcing and programs for our students. We certainly appreciate you 
listening to student voice, which has allowed for the financial support of the 
Oasis space (the Year 6 area), as well as funding to support the Treehouse, 
which has led to further financial backing from the Department, which really 
does not happen! Thank you, thank you, thank you! 

A special thanks goes to the Belle Property BALMAIN FUN RUN committee, 
who have ensured that BPS’ largest fundraising event is as strong and 
successful as always. The event that you continue to deliver is amazingly 
professional and just continues to grow! THANKS! 

Over the last few years, Van Allen, our dedicated Parent Manager/Volunteer, 
has done such an amazing job with the provision of locally produced, fresh 
meals each and every Friday…it is, sadly, an end of an era! A huge THANKS 
goes to you! 

THANKS must go to all our volunteers who assist in so many different ways - 
reading and helping out in the classrooms, sharing their knowledge as experts, 
fundraising, assisting with our band program, Art Show and other events, 
clearing the lost property box…the list goes on - thanks so much for all your 
time and effort! 

Finally, a very special THANK YOU goes to Meryl, our Catholic Scripture 
teacher, who has diligently kept coming to Balmain Public School each Friday, 
for an incredible 52 years! Meryl is finally ‘retiring' from her role…we wish 
her all the very best!
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A big thank you to everyone who made the canteen 
volunteers party on Saturday, and we're sorry to have 
missed those who could not make it.   
The P&C Canteen is a community organisation.  It 
could not have existed without the time and love put in 
by the dozens of parents over the years making 
hundreds of toasties, selling thousands of Tina Wafers 
and frozen yogurts!  I would like to acknowledge every 
single one of them. I don't have everyone's pictures but 
everyone who has done a shift over the years in my 
tenure as coordinator is mentioned in the "Apron of 
Honour".  The posters will be put up on the canteen wall 
for prosperity. 

Big thanks to all our long time canteen suppliers for the 
delicious catering! 
Baker's Delight, Blue Eye Dragon, Cafe Berlin, Darling 
Pies & Cakes, Kafeine, Maharaja's Indian, Sushiman & 
Sushi Hub.   

A final and heartfelt thank you to everyone who 
contributed to my amazing and generous gift.  I am 
deeply moved and so grateful for all the wonderful 
parents who make up this great community at Balmain. 

Van Allen

Thanks from Van…
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Shout it to the world…
I was recently asked to present to my colleagues in the Iron 
Cove Network of primary and secondary schools, about 
Balmain Public School’s ‘Keeping it REAL’ initiative, where we 
strive for Real, Engaging, Active Learning for all our students. 

We do what we do because we believe that we owe it to our 
students to ensure that they are prepared for the future, 
through collaboratively working on projects, utilising the 6C’s - 
Collaboration, Communication, Critical thinking, Creativity, 
Character and Citizenship - whilst also ensuring they are still 
explicitly learning the skills required in literacy and numeracy. 

So proud of our teachers at Balmain PS! 

What are the 6Cs and why are they important?  

What do you mean, 30 years? 
I can’t believe I’ve been an educator for 30 years! Since 
beginning school at the tender age of 4 1/2, I have not left, 

except to have some leave when both my children were 
born. 

My education - North Sydney Demonstration School, 

Gardeners Rd PS, Sydney Girls’ HS, St George Institute of 
Education (Bachelor of Education). 

My teaching career - casual teaching for one term before 
being appointed to Gladesville PS (teaching ESL, or English as 

a 2nd Language) 1987-1992, Arncliffe PS 1992-2002, Rockdale 
PS as an Assistant Principal 2002-2010, Arncliffe West 

Infants School (Preschool-Year2) 2010-2013, relieving at 
Newtown North PS (3 terms) 2013-2014 and Balmain PS Term 

2 2014-present…long live public education!

https://bookcreator.com/2017/10/what-are-the-6cs-and-why-are-they-important/
https://bookcreator.com/2017/10/what-are-the-6cs-and-why-are-they-important/
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C!ebr"i# $ Le%n&g 
PRINCIPAL’S ADDRESS 

I acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land we meet on, the Gadigal and Wangal people, of the great Eora nation 
and pay my respects to elders past, present and emerging; I also extend that respect to both Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal 
people here today. 

Good afternoon special guests, ladies and gentlemen, girls and boys...  
  
Achievement and success comes in all shapes and sizes and sometimes is quite obvious – competing and winning at 
different levels, such as sport; learning to play an instrument and performing a solo and as a collective in the band in front 
of an audience; achieving exemplary results in tests and receiving awards; creating an artwork for the Art Show and 
contributing to the collaborative piece, as well as standing at the front of lines and receiving weekly awards. 
  
Achievement is not always obvious, however, but happens very subtly – having the courage to ‘have a go’ at something 
new, being able to decode an unknown word, reading with more fluency, having that ‘aha!’ moment when the maths 
concept makes sense, learning how to make a friend, making less mistakes in spelling over time, working with others in a 
group…the list is endless. 

I have read through and signed off on 376 reports that should have arrived home yesterday. Throughout these reading 
sessions, it became quickly obvious to me that there are currently 376 students at Balmain Public School, from 
Kindergarten to Year 6, who have all experienced individual successes and achievements this year. These reports are all a 
celebration...hopefully you’ve been able to take the time to do this with your children. 
  
Today, we celebrate the outstanding achievements of many of our children, who continuously strive for success. Even if 
you're not receiving an award today, I'd like all of you to be proud in knowing that you are setting goals, aiming to raise the 
bar and that you have done your very best! 

“Every successful individual knows that his or her achievement depends on a community of persons working together.” 
Paul Ryan 
  
This certainly rings true at Balmain Public School; we have a fabulous community working together to ensure the success 
of each and every member. 

I'd like to acknowledge the hard work, dedication and passion of all of Balmain's teachers, who ensure that the Department 
of Education’s goal of knowing, valuing and caring for each student, is undeniably upheld. Thank you to each and every 
one of you, who help make such a positive difference in our children's education. 

The next special group of people is our P&C, under the exceptional leadership of Mr Rob Taubman, our P&C President -  
your collective enthusiasm and dedication with fundraising for the benefit of all our children at Balmain is truly 
commendable! Your incredible efforts certainly make a difference to our children's learning.  

We continue in partnership to deliver a quality education to each and every student at Balmain Public School - that all our 
students make a strong start in life and education - that all students are engaged and challenged and continue to learn - 
that all our students have a strong foundation in literacy and numeracy as well as deep content knowledge - that all 
students are confident in their ability to learn, adapt and be responsible citizens - that all our students will prepared for the 
future! Thank you. 

Maria Lambos~Principal
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PRIME MINISTERS’ ADDRESS 

Luca: 
Well, what a year we have had, and how quick has it gone! For some of us Year Sixes, it has been our 
seventh year at this amazing school. In my case, it was my second year. Although I have only been here 
for a short while, I have still had the opportunity to see, first hand, the enormous advantages of our school. 
As a school, we have done some excellent learning with the assistance of our new ambition…flexible 
learning spaces, some amazing sporting achievements and, I’d say, that we have all had fun. 
Daphne: 
Balmain has had a great year! Between the amazing fundraisers - the brilliant Balmain Fun Run, the great 
book week, the exciting Easter Hat Parade, the awesome swimming, athletics and x-country carnivals, 
and, who can forget, the halloween disco! All these events (and Fortnite) have made 2018 so memorable.  
Luca: 
Personally, what I think Balmain Public School does so well is allowing everyone to do what they like at 
their level. It doesn’t matter if you’re a fantastic footballer, a chess king, a debating demon or a loyal 
leader…Like letting me showcase my awesome alliteration skills, Balmain always finds a way to allow you 
to do something that you enjoy. Things like PSSA, PCYC, Chess club and Gymnastics aid with making our 
in school experience even better. 
Daphne: 
We would like to take this opportunity to thank Mrs Lambos for everything she has done this year! This 
year alone, we have witnessed the building of the Year 6 area, oh, sorry…the “Oasis”. The expansion of 
the kindy rooms and the enormous increase of students. Recently, we also have grown jealous of the air-
conditioning in the demountable, oh my bad…the “Island”. 
Luca: 
Now, we all love our classroom teachers; the dedication that every single staff member puts in every 
single day makes us feel privileged to have them here. However, I believe that there are 3 special 
teachers that deserve a huge thank you: Ms Biggins, Ms Smith and Ms Whelan. I can’t even begin to 
imagine the hard work that goes into planning lessons for the entire school! You help us strive in activities 
out of the classroom and, for that, we are extremely thankful. 
Daphne: 
Someone once told me that primary school goes in a flash, I don’t know about this. Yes, it does feel like 
yesterday that I walked through the gates in my unnecessarily large hat. Or looked up at the Year 6s, 
wondering, how could anyone be that tall? But it definitely doesn’t feel like yesterday that I was doing a 
dance about superheroes, or making a heap of pompoms in Year 3 that all fell apart within a minute of 
their creation (such was the extent of my pompom making ability…). Or became PM this time in 2017, not 
really realising it until Term 1 Week 2 of this year. But whether it went slowly, or in a flash, it has been an 
incredible 7 years in my life. Thank you! 
Luca: 
So, unfortunately, as it is the end of the year, all the Year 6’s will have to say goodbye. We are so thankful 
of everything that Balmain has done for us and the memories that we have of this incredible school we will 
treasure forever.  
Daphne: 
Luca and I are definitely happy that our Prime Ministership lasted this long (being PM in Australia)… 
Luca: 
…And I am really thankful that I was elected, being a citizen of another country! So, on behalf of Year 6, 
we would like to say goodbye, farewell, but most importantly, thank you and good luck! 

Luca Gillard & Daphne Mason~2018 Prime Ministers 
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Aw%'… 
EARLY STAGE ONE 

K Crabs - Miss Amelia Cooper 
LEARN:  
Genevieve Pallot - her consistent application and exceptional perseverance in her learning 
Vivienne Bales-Nielsen - always demonstrating integrity and honesty as a self-reflective learner 
LIVE: 
Niamh Flegg - her limitless generosity and unconditionally kind nature 
Kai McBride - sharing his enthusiasm, energy and positivity every day 
LEAD: 
Gabriela Barros Smith - seeking responsibility and taking initiative in the classroom 
Oscar Lister - demonstrating reliability and positivity in all situations 

K Dugong - Miss Ariana Davis 
LEARN:  
Clancy Allen - outstanding achievement in literacy 
Jack Sayers - outstanding achievement in literacy 
LIVE: 
Ted Bowen - consistent application, achievement and enthusiasm for learning 
Evangeline Sharp-Watt - always thinking that it's important to be caring, to be fair to others, to act responsibly, to be 
understanding and including of others 
LEAD: 
Annie Pryor - actively showing initiative in all aspects of school life 
Claudia Pruscino - consistently displaying positive work values, as well as leadership qualities 

K Pufferfish - Ms Sophie Parsons 
LEARN:  
Arwen Jenkins - outstanding application and achievement in every Key Learning Area 
Keira Ritchley - outstanding achievement in every Key Learning Area 
LIVE: 
Juma Meade - his consistently responsible, kind and caring attitude 
Nina Bowman - her perseverance and enthusiastic attitude towards all learning 
LEAD: 
Eva Karakaidos - setting an example of positive participation in every area of school life 
Imogen Johnston - consistently displaying leadership qualities in every area of school life 

STAGE ONE 

1/2 Blue Dragons - Mr Sean Baumann 
LEARN:  
Lucy Ockerby - her outstanding work ethic and taking on new challenges with determination and confidence 
Elliot Sidman - outstanding application to his learning 
LIVE: 
Brodie Nicholson-Smith - being a kind, caring and responsible friend 
Annita Zhu - being a kind friend and a positive role model to others 
LEAD: 
Amelia Weston - consistently displaying empathetic and inclusive leadership skills 
Rohan Chopra - demonstrating initiative and leadership in all situations 

1/2 Galapagos - Mrs Lauren Goodridge 
LEARN:  
Emmie Bradbury - outstanding effort and achievement in all Key Learning Areas 
Toby Morrow - always having a positive attitude and putting in 100% effort into all that she does 
LIVE: 
Elizaveta Shchekochikhina - being a kind, caring and responsible friend 
Oscar Dunwoody - being respectful to students and staff as well as demonstrating kindness to others 
LEAD: 
Rosie Finlay - demonstrating the 'The Balmain Way' by being safe, respectful and responsible 
Elise Green - her wonderful improvement this year by leading others and for being a responsible role model 
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1/2 Megalodon - Ms Belinda Mikhail Gogos (Ms MG) 
LEARN:  
Max Irvine-Feeney - outstanding efforts across all Key Learning Areas 
Demi Georghiou - outstanding efforts in English 
LIVE: 
Cleopatra McPherson - sharing her positive energy with the class everyday 
George Butler - his mature attitude towards school 
LEAD: 
Henry Saldumbide - outstanding leadership qualities and willingness to assist others 
Quin Stanton - guiding and supporting his peers and being a positive role-model throughout the year 

1/2 Seahorse - Ms Megan Sweeney 
LEARN:  
Tristan Yew - his dedicated and enthusiastic approach to learning and for applying himself consistently to every task and 
challenge 
Alexander Bendall - his outstanding effort in academic achievement and for using feedback to improve his work 
LIVE: 
Arabella Stokoe - her enthusiasm, kindness and respectful behaviour that she displays every day 
Francesca Hagan - her positive disposition, bringing a ray of sunshine into the classroom each day 
LEAD: 
Ky Devlin - leading others and his willingness to give every task and challenge a go 
Connor Taubman - leading by example with his helpful, respectful and well mannered attitude setting a fantastic example to 
his peers 

STAGE TWO 
3/4 Flameback - Ms Nancy Ferguson 
LEARN:  
Lachlan Robinson - his analytical mindset and eagerness to ask clarifying questions to extend his breadth of knowledge 
and understanding 
Joshua Callaghan - his motivation to acquire new skills and knowledge 
LIVE: 
Rose Heydari - her ability to show unconditional kindness to any student within the school 
Sofie Taylor - her positive outlook and energetic approach towards all aspects of school 
LEAD: 
Marcella Conaty-Hughes - her incredible sense of leadership and initiative 
Emily Rumboll - her intuition and pro-activeness in all situations 

3/4 Krill - Miss Brigit Karstrom 
LEARN:  
Alexandra Bradbury - her passion and dedication towards learning and self- improvement 
Laura Barros Smith - applying an outstanding level of effort towards each and every learning experience 
LIVE: 
Sarah Hall - exceptional dedication and commitment to all aspects of school life 
Joseph Millpark - being kind, curious and creative 
LEAD: 
Asha Sutton - outstanding, mature and active leadership in and outside the classroom 
Alex Taubman - demonstrating integrity, honesty and loyalty, and for being an excellent role model for others 

3/4 Turtles - Ms Sharlene Tauia (Ms T) 
LEARN:  
Greta Rand - her outstanding work ethic and facing every challenge with resilience and determination 
Andrew Karakaidos - his dedication and positive approach to learning, highlighting a growth mindset, and always taking 
pride in his work 
LIVE: 
Chloe Tay - her consistent focus and outstanding work ethic across all Key Learning Areas and always helping others 
William Booth - always following the ‘Balmain Way’, being there for others and having a positive attitude towards learning 
LEAD: 
Henry Courtice - his growth across all learning areas, maturity in social interactions, and leadership skills 
Mirabelle Futcher - outstanding leadership and maturity towards her learning, and demonstrating a growth mindset 
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STAGE THREE 
5/6 Coelacanth - Ms Cara-lee Weaver 
LEARN:  
Sam Naufahu - his passion to delve deep and make connections in his learning 
Eeshna Srivastava - the meticulous care and attention that she gives to every task to always produce her best work 
LIVE: 
Freya Pidcock - her dedication to positive growth and academic rigour in all areas 
Eva Scott - being an empathetic friend who joyfully lives by the ‘Balmain Way’ 
LEAD: 
Toby Cooper - being a thoughtful leader who shows initiative and shares insights in and out of the classroom 
Rachael Hall - her work ethic, integrity and maturity which make her a positive role model for other students 

5/6 Lasseter’s - Ms Lynda Lovett/Ms Catherine Adamson 
LEARN:  
Aria Pettinato - outstanding application to her learning and always giving her best 
Maya Grosser - outstanding growth and results in mathematics this year and achievement of her personal learning goal 
LIVE: 
Kalanie Prabhakar - her infectious laugh, natural exuberance and love of life, which have been a highlight of our classroom 
Pascale Wong - her constant support of her friends and classmates, her perseverance with her learning and her quiet 
determination to succeed 
LEAD: 
Brian Nguyen - demonstrated personal and academic growth over the past two years 
Henry Daniels - quietly but consistently demonstrating that real leadership is about ‘doing', not about 'telling others what to do' 

5/6 Tethya - Ms Kate Tamplin 
LEARN:  
Danielle Kwok - being a dedicated and self-motivated learner who strives for excellence 
Cooper Dunwoody - taking initiative and ownership of his personal learning journey this year 
LIVE: 
Oscar Jeffery - demonstrating irrefutable perseverance and resilience throughout his learning journey 
Dylan Johnston - being a conscientious and compassionate friend to all members of our classroom community 
LEAD: 
Maya Sarroff - her commitment, consistency and positivity as an active learner and friend 
Lara O’Connor - being an exemplary role model to all students and embodying 'The Balmain Way' 

5/6 Wahoo - Miss Sarah Weston 
LEARN:  
Paul Braoudakis - his dedicated and self motivated approach to learning and passion in making a difference to the community 
Luca Gillard - his perseverance, resilience and willingness to take risks in his learning 
LIVE: 
Jack Batchelor - setting goals, persisting and achieving success in whatever it is you put your mind to 
Eleanor Lawrie - persisting at challenging times and demonstrating resilience in all areas of school life 
LEAD: 
Alexandra Shearer - always leading by example and showing initiative in all areas of school life 
Ingrid Lyford- aligning herself with 'The Balmain Way' and demonstrating strong leadership skills 

5/6 Yabby - Miss Annabel Yau 
LEARN:  
Alexandra Templer-Feeney - her inquisitive and creative approach to learning and problem solving 
Emily Macfarlane - her empathetic nature and strong moral compass 
LIVE: 
Joe Foster - his perseverance and resilience when presented with challenges 
Daphne Mason - her empathetic nature and strong moral compass 
LEAD: 
Charlie Huebscher  - actively showing initiative in all aspects of school life 
Nicholas Graves - always leading by example and being a positive role model for others 

MICHAEL WARD COMMUNITY AWARD 
This year’s Michael Ward Community Award is going to a student who is an outstanding citizen. Paul Braoudakis can always 
be relied upon to lend a hand to teachers, community members and students. This year, while performing a Maths investigative 
task looking at how to transform the Stage 3 rooms into a flexible learning space, he realised the school did not have the 
funding to make it a reality. Out of his own initiative, he wrote to the Deputy Secretary, Murat Dizdar, who, in turn, responded by 
donating $5000 to the school to make this happen. Paul Braoudakis possesses a maturity beyond his years and, as a result, 
transformed all of Stage 3. Paul, you will be greatly missed next year. On behalf of all the teachers, we say thank you! 
Congratulations! 
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PREMIER’S SPORTING CHALLENGE MEDAL 
This year’s recipient of the Premier’s Sporting Challenge Medal is Matisse Liu, for her commitment to fair play, 
encouragement of her peers in all sport settings and her effort and improved performance in a sporting context. 
Congratulations, Matisse, for your outstanding contribution to our school’s weekly sporting program 

THE UNIVERSITY OF NSW FACULTY OF ENGINEERING AWARDS 
Dominic Wee and Felicia Yu - Academic Excellence from the University of NSW Engineering Faculty for their superior results 
in numeracy 

AUSTRALASIAN PROBLEM-SOLVING MATHS OLYMPIADS 
Hayden Feng, Eehit Srivastava and Dominic Wee - achieving the highest individual scores in their team, in the Australasian 
Problem Solving Maths Olympiads 

PREMIER’S READING CHALLENGE 
The Premier’s Reading Challenge is not a competition, but a challenge to each student - to read, read more and to read more 
widely. This year we have two Balmain Public School students receiving awards. Congratulations to Josiah Hung for the 
Gold Award for his fourth successful year participating in the Premier’s Reading Challenge and Kalanie Prabhakar for the 
Platinum Award, for her seventh successful year.  

SPORTS AWARDS 
Asha Sutton - Overall Junior Girl Champion 
Lachlan Ward - Overall Junior Boy Champion 
Thea Green - Overall Senior Girl Champion 
Luca Gillard - Overall Senior Boy Champion 

Lilly Pilly - Winning House 

CREATIVE & PERFORMING ARTS 
JUNIOR MUSIC: Felisha Kwok - her wonderful musicality and whole-hearted participation 
MOST IMPROVED MUSIC: Nico Sutton - increased focus and attention and for already becoming a terrific violinist 
SENIOR MUSIC: Thea Green - her wonderful musicality and whole-hearted participation 
JUNIOR VISUAL ARTS: Olivia Phillips - excellence in Visual Arts 
SENIOR VISUAL ARTS: Johnny Hatzopoulos - excellence and enthusiastic participation in Visual Arts 
OVERALL CREATIVE ARTS: Connor Corby - excellence in ALL the creative arts 

BAND/ENSEMBLE AWARDS 
BACH BAND: Thea Green - commitment to ensemble playing, music learning and incredible musical improvement 
BEETHOVEN BAND: Joseph Millpark - commitment to ensemble playing, music learning and incredible musical 
improvement 
JUNIOR STRINGS: Nico Sutton - commitment to ensemble playing, music learning and incredible musical improvement 
SENIOR STRAUSS’ STRINGS: Daphne Mason - commitment to ensemble playing, music learning and incredible musical 
improvement 

2019 LEADERSHIP 
PRIME MINISTERS 

Alexandra Shearer    Joe Foster 

MINISTERS 

Hannah Banks  Alexia Karakaidos        Laila Roddis                Ava Rutgers                  Eva Scott   

CharlesBennett          Harrison Booth             Nicholas Graves            Nelson Lee                  Finn Warner 
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FEELING BUBBLY ABOUT 

FINISHING OUR FIRST 

YEAR AT SCHOOL!
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We say FAREWELL!
Ms Tauia (Ms T)

Goodbyes are not forever,

Goodbyes are not the end.

They simply mean I’ll Miss you…

And I will see you all again. 

I write this as a thank you to the students, the parents, my colleagues, 
Mrs Lambos, and the Balmain community. My time at Balmain, has 
been the best of my teaching career. All of you Balmain students are 
special and unique, that is what drives my passion to be ‘that teacher’, 
because you all make me feel special and unique. It has been the 
greatest time, growing within the Balmain community. I have been 
blessed with opportunities in my journey, and I will hold these memories 
in my heart, forever. I will miss you all, and I thank you.

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas. 

Miss Weaver

Next year, I will be taking leave and 

moving away from Sydney to look after a 
family member.

I am so grateful to have worked with such 
wonderful students, teachers and parents 
this year at Balmain Public School - it has 

been fantastic to accompany 5/6 
Coelacanth’s students on their learning 

journeys and I am very proud of the work 
we have produced.

I am particularly proud of our class art 
work for the Art Show and I plan to hang a 
copy of it in my home next year. I will miss 

the Balmain PS community dearly and I 
hope to be back in time for the next Art 

Show.

A huge THANKS to the following staff members who will not be returning in 
2019.  

Each of you, regardless of how long you’ve been at Balmain Public School, have 
made this place much richer for having you as part of our wonderful Balmain 
family. 

We wish you all the very best in the next exciting chapter of your lives. We will 
miss you!
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Ms Mikhail Gogos (Ms MG)

To my wonderful Balmain Community for the past 9 years! 

I’d like to thank you all for making my journey here at Balmain, one that I will always keep close to my heart. I 
have been part of so many families and taught so many siblings. I’ve witnessed new births and welcomed them to 
school 5 years later. I have worked with many P&C committees and numerous teachers. It has been truly 
delightful! 

My educational leadership journey now takes me into the corporate world. I have accepted a position as an 
Educational Trainer at one of Australia’s highly respected interactive teaching technology companies. I will be 
leading professional development to support teachers to integrate these technologies into teaching and learning 
practices. It’s a wonderful opportunity for me to transfer my skills into a new learning environment. 

It’s great to have finished this chapter here at Balmain with my wonderful Megalodons. I’d like to thank you all for 
making my year so perfect! It has been so exciting to see you and teach you everyday! Thank you Meglalovlies! 

Once again, I’d like to thank you all for supporting me during my time here at Balmain. Merry Christmas! 

Mrs Edwards

Dear Balmain Public School Community, 

I would like to thank you all for your support, kindness and friendship over 
the past 7 years. As some of you are aware, my family and I moved out of 
the Inner West at the start of the year to Berowra on the Upper North 
Shore. It is a beautiful part of the world, and our two young boys, Noah 
and Jack are loving living in the bush! But it is far from Balmain and so the 
time has come to say farewell to you and your amazing children and work 
a little closer to home.  

I am going to be taking a break from teaching for a while to work as a 
literacy specialist for a small start-up organisation who are doing great 
things in education. I am excited about the next chapter of my life, but so 
sad to say goodbye to Balmain Public School. I have been fortunate 
enough to be a part of many of your lives during my time here, and I will 
truly miss this special community. Your children are so special and will 
always have a place in my heart. 

Thank you once again, and have a very Merry Christmas. I will be back to 
visit soon!
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and finally…Farewell Year 6 
All the best for the future to each and every one of you…Thank you for bringing something unique to Balmain 

Public School…we’ll miss you! Make sure you come back and visit!

The Class of 2018 
Elijah ASHBY ~ Leela BADAMI ~ Jack BATCHELOR ~ Paul BRAOUDAKIS ~ Sam BUCKELL ~ Elora BURN ~ 
Jacob BUTLER ~ Harry CALVERT ~ Aiman CEBASTIANT ~ Katrina CHEN ~ Ava CHRISTOFFERSEN ~ Toby 
COOPER ~ Connor CORBY ~ Kalani COSTELLO-VAN DER LAAN ~ Henry DANIELS ~ Anahita DUBEY ~ Milly 
EREIRA ~ Darcy FINLAY ~ Thea GREEN ~ Maya GROSSER ~ Elvira GUAN ~ Savannah HAZLEWOOD ~ Julian 
HEISLER ~ Charlie HUEBSCHER ~ Oscar JEFFERY ~ Dylan JOHNSTON ~ Max KANTOR ~ Kylie LIN ~ Brandon 
LIU ~ Matisse LIU ~ Ingrid LYFORD ~ Emily MACFARLANE ~ Ethan MANN ~ Daphne MASON ~ Micah 
MATOE ~ Harry McLEAN ~ Bethan McCRACKEN ~ Sam NAUFAHU ~ Brian NGUYEN ~ Sam O’BRIEN-ALI ~ 
Marli PHILIPIAH ~ Kalanie PRABHAKAR ~ Jeremy PRINEAS ~ Hiva QUIMARSI ~ Cameron ROBINSON ~ Maya 
SARROFF ~ Sora SATO ~ Joel SCHMALZBACH ~ Grace SHEN ~ Sebastian SHI ~ Bella TALIB ~ Matthew 
TAUBMAN ~ Alexandra TEMPLER-FEENEY ~ Pearce TYSON ~ Jade WARD ~ Aidan WEBB ~ Dominic WEE ~ 
Charlotte WONG ~ Pascale WONG ~ Yesmina YIP ~ Felicia YU ~ Nicholas ZANETIC
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