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PIGEON POST 
 Learn ~ Live ~ Lead

APRIL 

• Wed 25 ~ 
ANZAC Day 
Dawn Service ~ 
Loyalty Square 
5:45am 

• Mon 30 ~ Staff 
Development 
Day ~ staff return 
only 

MAY 

• Tues 1 May ~ 
STUDENTS 
RETURN 

• Wed 2 ~ P&C 
Meeting ~ 7pm 

• Fri 11 ~ 8am 
Mothers’ Day 
Breakfast 8am 

• Fri 11 ~ 9am 
Cross Country ~ 
8 years +

Because I’m HAPPY… 
Happy by Pharrell Williams, 
featured at morning lines on 
Wednesday, played by our 
talented Balmain PS students! 

They were led by our incredible 
Band Director, Naomi Robinson 
and sounded absolutely amazing! 

We will be looking at recording the 
band early next term and the tune 
playing as our morning bell! 

Stay tuned… 
Maria Lambos ~ Principal
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LEARN LIVE LEAD  
Awards 

K Crabs 
Gabriela B-S - exceptional development in her literacy 
K Dugong 
Claudia P - sorting and describing representations of 
two-dimensional shapes 
K Pufferfish  
Mason M - excellent writing 
1/2 Clams 
Mariam K - being a responsible student who always 
does the right thing 
1/2 Galapagos 
Vivienne T - using similes and descriptive language in 
her writing 
1/2 Megaladon 
Joe S - his wonderful efforts writing a narrative 
1/2 Seahorse 
Benjamin S -  his pleasing and mature attitude toward 
completing tasks and trying his best - Keep it up Ben! 
3/4 Flameback 
Corey M - your amazing effort and improvement in 
class and for not giving up   
3/4 Krill 
Julian G  - great improvement in his attitude towards 
learning 
3/4 Turtles 
Jonah P - his positive outlook on his writing, 
confidence in group work and living the moments he’s 
accomplishing. Well done! 
Manas A R  - his great work ethic towards the raft he 
built in STEM and his dedication towards improving 
concentration in a positive manner! Great effort! 
5/6 Coelacanth 
Brendan E- working hard to write longer and more 
interesting stories 
5/6 Lasseter’s 
Annie P - always being an active participant, leading 
by example and enjoying herself in Footsteps 
5/6 Spoggiá  
Hannah B - being respectful and helpful in class 
towards others and towards her teachers. 
5/6 Wahoo 
Elora B - engaging in her learning, particularly in the 
area of science  
5/6 Yabby 
Jade W- her diligent work ethic across all subject 
areas 

YOU CAN DO IT!
Awards 

K Crabs 
Markus A - building positive friendships and achieving 
his goals 
K Dugong 
Georgie C - making many new friends  
K Pufferfish  
Anna D-W - working well with everyone 
1/2 Clams 
Billy B - being a positive role model for his peers 
1/2 Galapagos 
Madeleine C - always making good choices and 
resolving problems peacefully 
1/2 Megaladon 
Jacob A - being kind to his friends 
1/2 Seahorse 
Samuel F - always willing to help his peer and 
showing leadership skills with computers 
3/4 Flameback 
Alison H - bringing joy and smiles to the classroom  
3/4 Krill 
Finn C - being a happy and cheerful member of 3/4 
Krill 
3/4 Turtles 
Eleanor C - her respectful and friendly attitude in class. 
Her great teamwork during PBL and building their raft 
in STEM. Fantastic Eleanor! 
Keira L - approaching every day with enthusiasm and a 
willingness to do her best work 
5/6 Coelacanth 
Felicia Y - always bringing a positive attitude into the 
classroom 
5/6 Lasseter’s 
Leo C- his dedication and commitment to being a 
team player in soccer trials 
5/6 Spoggiá  
Lachlan W - taking on feedback with maturity 
5/6 Wahoo 
Arabella S - building great confidence in her first term 
at a new school  
5/6 Yabby 
Genevieve S - her positive friendships with peers 
across the school.
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Congratulations, Ms Stanley! 
All teachers or principals in NSW are required to be 

accredited. Accreditation is based on Australian Professional 
Standards for Teachers.  

The NSW teacher accreditation system is implemented by the 
NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA, formerly 

known as BOSTES). 
Accreditation celebrates quality teaching and inspirational 

teachers recognising their impact on improving student 
achievement across NSW. 
There are  several levels: 

• CONDITIONAL/PROVISIONAL - qualified to 
begin teaching 

• PROFICIENT - experienced teacher maintaining 
accreditation 

• HIGHLY ACCOMPLISHED/LEAD TEACHER - 
mentor and leader and maintaining accreditation 

Ms Stanley has been accredited as PROFICIENT, which 
means she is an experienced teacher maintaining her 

accreditation. 
We are fortunate, at Balmain PS, to have teachers of such 

high calibre! 

Sustainability @ BPS… 

Ms Pauline and students have been diligently working 

in the garden and growing fresh produce… 

Parents/carers are taking the opportunity to buy 

our locally grown parsley, lemongrass and basil for 

only $1 or $2 ~ what a bargain!!!! 

Ms Pauline and her helpers are hoping to purchase a 

microscope for the school, from the proceeds of 

the sales, to be able to closely investigate growing 

things …Learning is so much fun!

SWEET SOUNDS… 

THE JUNIOR CHOIR, LED 
BY MS MORRIS AND 

ACCOMPANIED BY MS 
BIGGINS, ALL GOT UP 
ONTO THE STAGE ON 
THURSDAY MORNING.  

THEIR SWEET VOICES 
SOUNDED DIVINE, AS 

THEY PERFORMED ‘FREE 
TO BE ME’. 
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Freedom to Learn aka F2L
F2L (Freedom to Learn) 
runs for 90 minutes, once 
a week. It provides 
choices for students in 
their learning and the 
tasks are open-ended. 
This is a motivator for 
students and they feel 
they have more control of 
the own learning. It is 
child-centred, as opposed 
to being teacher-driven. 
Each semester, a key 
concept is woven into the 
tasks and this semester, 
the key concept of 
sustainability is a 
common thread through all 
the tasks. 

Philosophy behind F2L 
• Extends the topics and key concepts 

covered in class 
• Provides choice and autonomy
• Based on the premises of Inquiry Based 

Learning and Project Based Learning 
which encourages engagement

• A form of differentiation based on student 
interest and readiness 

Activities and motivators (provocations) are embedded in the F2L task sheet. ‘Focus students’ are selected each 
F2L session. They are ‘interviewed’ by teachers and classmates as to their intention for the F2L session. Some of 
the questions that may be asked: What ideas do you want to test? What has your research shown? How good is 
your information? How will you present your results? Students are often challenged to expand their thinking by their 
peers. 
Often the discussion involves a contentious issue and that is when we hold a quick polarised debate, which always 
brings up issues that the different groups need to consider. 

Picking a side of the debate: That events such as 
World Ocean Day are effective in changing peoples’ 
behaviour.

Kalani stating his point of view
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         When 
       investigating 
    and researching,  
planning is essential.

Teachers do need to provide scaffolding to 
the groups and meetings are held each 
session. Criteria rubrics are also negotiated 
and provide direction.  
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           Assessable outcomes:  
     Students will generate and evaluate knowledge, 
clarify concepts and ideas, consider alternatives and 
solve problems through asking and posing questions, 
making predictions, engaging in first-hand 
investigations and design projects, problem solving, 
making evidence-based decisions, and analysing 
and evaluating evidence. This will be supported by 
information and communication technology (ICT) that 
will be used effectively and appropriately to access, 
create and/or communicate
        information and ideas, solve problems and work
           collaboratively. 

Some examples of tasks:

Liam Y and Liam H discussing the 
properties of the ‘Trieste’.

Topographical tasks
Explore the ocean floor. What does the ocean floor actually 
look like? Choose an ocean or sea and write a description, 
draw labelled diagrams and make models. 

The word topographical caused some issues with one 
group and needed unpacking.  

Ocean World café
Plan to spend at least one break time 
running an Ocean World café. The 
décor theme and food theme will be 
ocean-related. This will need a lot of 
planning. You will need to consider 
food, suppliers, monitoring numbers 
coming to your café, food allergies, 
settings, cutlery, costs, charges, 
advertising and more.

Kylie, Elvira, Sophie, Savannah and 
Pascale have taken on the 
challenge but until they had their 
first teacher/student conference 
they did not realise how big their 
task would be!  
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Criteria
Achieved
Selected political issue (457 visa)

✔� 
Considered from various points of view

✔ 
Created and administered survey

✔ 
Delivered speech using the four principals of sustainable human 
development (economic, social, political, environmental)

✔ 
Repeated survey and showed results in a graph

✔ 
Completed an analysis

✔ 
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F2L in action… 
Sora and Brandon contemplating the extent of the Great 
Pacific Garbage Patch. Can they invent an idea to clean it up?

Everyone has a purpose! 

(Students learn to 
navigate the NSW 
syllabuses to identify the 
correct outcomes) 

Negotiation 
Tasks can be negotiated! 

You may negotiate your own task 
with a teacher but you will need to 
align it to NSW syllabus outcomes 
and the concept of sustainability and/
or exploration. 

Global warming
As extreme weather and heat during the harsh Australian summer becomes the norm, you must 
design a community pool, bath or ocean inlet that is heat and climate proof. Consider the design 
elements involved in architecture across functionality and aesthetics. Present your chosen design 

using computer software or as a 3D model.
(a planned attempt by Luca, Paul, Harry, Henry) 

Criteria	 Achieved	
Selected	political	issue	(457	visa)	 ✔ 	
Considered	from	various	points	of	
view	

✔	

Created	and	administered	survey	 ✔	
Delivered	speech	using	the	four	
principals	of	sustainable	human	
development	(economic,	social,	
political,	environmental)	

✔	

Repeated	survey	and	showed	results	
in	a	graph	

✔	

Completed	an	analysis	 ✔	
	

Assessment and feedback… 
Investigative learning is reportable at Balmain PS.
An example of assessment/feedback.

F2L Assessment
Task: Research an item on the Australian political agenda from 
all points of view and create a survey for your classmates to 
get their points of view. 

Names: Luca and Paul

Politics 

Comment:

Thank you for your digital 
presentation and speech and the 
way you paced your learning over 
this study. It was a high-level study. 
The only thing I wasn’t sure about 
is why you used the numbering 
system on the y axis of your graph. 
Did you just survey 4.5 people? The 
way you have implemented action 
plans into all your independent 
projects indicates a high-level of 
organisation and maturity in the 
learning process. With these 
strengths you cannot go far wrong 
in your academic future or in your 
future careers.  Congratulations! 
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