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PIGEON POST 
 Learn ~ Live ~ Lead

MAY 
• Mon 21 ~ NAPLAN ~ 

3F & 3T Language 
Conventions 

• Tues 22 ~ NAPLAN ~ 
Y3, Numeracy 

• Wed 23 ~ 
Simultaneous Story 
Time 

• Wed 23 ~ NAPLAN ~ 
5L & 5W Numeracy 

• Wed 23 ~ NAPLAN ~ 
Catch-up day for 
missed tests 

• Thurs 24 ~ District 
Cross Country 

• Tues 29 ~ ICAS 
Science ~ 7:30am 

JUNE 
• Wed 6 - Fri 8 ~ Stage 3 

Camp 

• Wed 6 ~ P&C meeting 
~ 7pm 

• Wed 13 ~ ICAS 
Spelling ~ 7:30am 

• Thurs 14 ~ ICAS 
Writing ~ 8am 

• Mon 18 ~ FOIM

I’m centred,                         
I’m STRONG… 

Stage Two (non-PSSA) students have 
begun participating in ‘Rock & 
Water’ (more info inside…) 

Johnny is showing how he can easily 
hold Mr Baumann’s weight by being 
centred… 

Maria Lambos ~ Principal
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LEARN LIVE LEAD  
Awards 

K Crabs 
Elisya G - for outstanding presentation in her work 
K Dugong 
Hannah B - bringing a positive attitude to school 
everyday 
K Pufferfish  
Nina B - overcoming challenges 
1/2 Blue Dragon 
Benjamin C - maturity and respect when dealing with 
friends in need, and leading them to a peaceful 
outcome 
1/2 Galapagos 
Olivia P - creating her own STEM project during 
investigations, making her own cafe shop 
1/2 Megalodon 
Luca L - outstanding effort in all KLAs 
1/2 Seahorse 
Inés L - her impressive spelling results and 
determination to do her best 
3/4 Flameback 
Matilda P - her impressive spelling results and 
determination to do her best  
3/4 Krill 
Lexie B - your outstanding effort in persuasive writing 
3/4 Turtles 
Will B - always being at the right place at the right 
time, with a positive attitude towards his learning. 
Keep up the great work, Will 
Santi S - showing leadership by being a positive role 
model in ‘the Balmain Way’ at our excursion to Sydney 
Aquarium 
5/6 Coelacanth 
Hiva Q - her creative story ideas and fantastic Sizzling 
Starts 
5/6 Lasseter’s 
Arjuna T - having a can do attitude and writing an 
amazing poem 
5/6 Spoggiá  
Thea G, Maya S, Charlotte W - their excellent work on 
their reading group text 'The Day of the Triffids' 
5/6 Wahoo 
Nicholas Z - demonstrating a highly dedicated 
approach to his Freedom to Learn (F2L) tasks 
5/6 Yabby 
Micah M - his enthusiasm and good sportsmanship 
during our class fitness sessions 

YOU CAN DO IT!
Awards 

K Crabs 
David T - always being in the right place at the right 
time 
K Dugong 
Clancy A - always coming to school prepared and 
ready to work hard 
K Pufferfish  
Cody D - following instructions carefully  
1/2 Blue Dragon 
Remus C-H - always being prepared to start every 
lesson without prompting 
1/2 Galapagos 
Ashton B - thinking about the goals he has set and 
working toward them 
1/2 Megalodon 
Felisha K - working hard on her organisation 
1/2 Seahorse 
Oscar L-R - being ready and prepared for learning 
3/4 Flameback 
Joshua S - ‘out of this world’ organisational and time 
management skills!  
3/4 Krill 
Asha S - showing great organisation when taking 
minutes during class meetings  
3/4 Turtles 
Mirabelle F - always being organised this is 
demonstrated in her writing, her PBL presentation to 
the class and on our excursion to Sydney Aquarium 
5/6 Coelacanth 
Jeremy P - his invaluable tech support and willingness 
to help others on computers 
5/6 Lasseter’s 
Henry D - great organisational skills 
5/6 Spoggiá  
Harrison B - always being on the ball in class and 
helping keep us organised 
5/6 Wahoo 
Nelson L - always being ready to learn 
5/6 Yabby 
Chloe A - her organisation during our maths lessons in 
data



Balmain Public School Volume 2 Issue 3 20 May 2018

�3

this week’s 
POSITIVE PETE 

AWARD GOES TO… 
ROSE H 3/4F

For your diary ~ ICAS 
Dates 

Tuesday, 29 May 2018, 7.30am - Science 
Wednesday, 13 June 2018, 7.30am - Spelling 
Thursday, 14 June 2018, 8am - Writing 
Tuesday, 31 July 2018, 7.30am - English 
Tuesday, 14 August 2018 , 7.30am - Mathematics 

WE WELCOME BACK, MISS KATE 

TAMPLIN, WHO COMPLETED HER 

INTERNSHIP LAST TERM ON 5/6 

LASSETER’S. 

MISS TAMPLIN IS TEACHING 1/2 

MEGALODON WHILST MS MG IS ON 

LONG SERVICE LEAVE, 18/5/18-31/5/18. 

MS MG WILL RETURN TO BALMAIN PS 

ON FRIDAY 1ST JUNE.

NO SECOND CHANCE 
UNIFORM STALL ON FRIDAY 

25TH MAY

Premier’s Spelling Bee Update

As previously reported, Balmain Public School is excited to partake in the ‘Premier’s Spelling 
Bee’ in 2018. Students are invited to practise the 2018 list available – please see the below link 
the wordlists https://www.artsunit.nsw.edu.au/2018-premiers-spelling-bee 

The wordlists are password protected. Due to copyright, the password will be distributed at 
school via the classroom teacher. Students will be quizzed in an in-class ‘Spelling Bee’ 
throughout Week 8 this term, with words relevant to their stage from above link. Please note the 
Junior Wordlists Years 3 & 4 are levels 1-5 and Senior Wordlists Years 5 & 6 are levels 
2-6. Two representatives from each class (four from each grade from stage 2 and 3) will 
progress to the ‘Stage Spelling Bee Finals’.

The Balmain ‘Stage Spelling Bee Finals’ will be held on Monday 25th June. 

Good luck and happy practising!

Sarah Weston and Megan Sweeney~Organising Teachers

https://www.artsunit.nsw.edu.au/2018-premiers-spelling-bee
https://www.artsunit.nsw.edu.au/2018-premiers-spelling-bee
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Message to Members -  BPS P & C President.
Re: ESC AGM Mon June 25th

Dear parents,

We wish to highlight that Eaton Street is a separate legal entity from both the BPS 
P&C, and the School. All organisations staffed by volunteers are often faced with 
challenges in resourcing. I also note the ever mounting regulatory burdens on all 
individuals operating and charged with providing care to our children. As the school 
and FJT has grown, Eaton Street has become a significant entity, bringing along with it 
commitments in care and responsibility. OH&S and Regulatory obligations all need to 
be met by its staff and the executive to fulfil the terms of its lease as a provider to the 
school and community.

I understand many Parents have a vested interest in ensuring a continuity in the 
provision of service, and this in itself can come in many forms. I wish to highlight the 
attached AGM Agenda for Eaton Street, and specifically focus parents on Point 5.

##########
Special Resolution*: A vote by members IN FAVOUR  or AGAINST the winding up of 
the Eaton Street Centre Association (which manages Before and After School Care 
AND Vacation Care at BPS) at the end of its current 5 year licence which terminates 
on 19 Dec, 2018  (Discussion and Arguments in favour and against will be made prior 
to the Vote at this meeting)

Note: A vote IN FAVOUR would mean that BPS via the Department of Education 
would put the service out to tender in 2017 and a new operator would be providing 
Before and After School Care at Balmain Public School from 20 Dec, 2018.

Note: A vote AGAINST would require individuals from the Membership group to step 
forward as the new President of the Service at this AGM and any other Office Bearer 
roles as required, effectively immediately (provided the nomination is 
successfully seconded by two other members present.)

##########
Any further questions please direct them to Katrina Johnston (President) 
at kjsydney10@gmail.com or Kerry Large (Secretary) at Kerry.Large@uts.edu.au

In the event the vote be in favour of closure, please be assured that the provision of 
before and after care will continue being provided in 2019.

BPS P & C President
rob@taubs.net

mailto:kjsydney10@gmail.com
mailto:Kerry.Large@uts.edu.au
mailto:rob@taubs.net
mailto:kjsydney10@gmail.com
mailto:Kerry.Large@uts.edu.au
mailto:rob@taubs.net
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Eaton Street Centre Inc. 
ABN: 23 166 332 159

Notice of Annual General Meeting

Notice is given that the Annual General Meeting of members of Eaton Street Centre Inc. (Association) will be held at 7:00pm 
on Monday 25 June, 2018, at the Association’s registered office at 1 Eaton St, Balmain (in the Canteen). If you are unable to 
attend in person and would like to be present please use this telephone conference number (02) 4022 9115  - Access Code 

256 628 or complete a Proxy form.

Agenda

1. Opening and Welcome by President

2. Minutes of AGM held on 7th June, 2017

3. President’s Report

4. 2017 Financial Statements and Treasurers Report

5. Special Resolution*: A vote by members IN FAVOUR  or AGAINST the winding up of the Eaton Street Centre 
Association(which manages Before and After School Care AND Vacation Care at BPS) at the end of its current 5 year 
licence which terminates on 19 Dec, 2018  (Discussion and Arguments in favour and against will be made prior to the 
Vote at this meeting)

Note: A vote IN FAVOUR would mean that BPS via the Department of Education would put the service out to tender 
in 2017 and a new operator would be providing Before and After School Care at Balmain Public School from 20 Dec, 
2018.

Note: A vote AGAINST would require individuals from the Membership group to step forward as the new President of 
the Service at this AGM and any other Office Bearer roles as required, effectively immediately (provided the 
nomination is successfully seconded by two other members present.) 

6. Election of Management Committee Office Bearers (min. of 5 required, maximum of 8)

i. President (Mandatory)

ii. Vice President

iii. Secretary (Mandatory)

iv. Treasurer (Mandatory)

v. Staff Liaison Office

vi. Balmain Public School Liaison Officer

vii. Father John Therry School Liaison Officer

viii. Public Officer 

7. General Business 

8. Close

* Every Parent or Carer with a child at the Service is a member upon enrolment of their child or ward into the Eaton Street 
Centre Service and have the right to vote on this issue. One vote per family as there is one member on the enrolment form.

Electing a Proxy – if you cannot make the meeting in person each Member is to be entitled to appoint another Member as 
proxy by notice given to the Secretary  by email (Kerry.Large@uts.edu.au) no later than twenty four (24) hours before  with 
the Eaton Street Centre Inc. (Association) with a completed
“Form of Appointment of Proxy” completed and attached to the email. 

Any other questions about the AGM please contact Katrina Johnston on kjsydney10@gmail.com 

mailto:Kerry.Large@uts.edu.au
mailto:kjsydney10@gmail.com
mailto:Kerry.Large@uts.edu.au
mailto:kjsydney10@gmail.com
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What a test can’t test… 
Dear Year 3 and Year 5 students 

This week, (and finishing next week), you sat your 
NAPLAN tests, with every other Year 3 and 5 child 
across NSW…there is something very important you 
need to know: 

This test does not assess all of what makes each of you 
exceptional and unique. 

The people who score these tests don’t know that some 
of you love to sing or play an instrument, are good at 
drawing, or can teach others how to use a computer 
program. They have not seen the way that some of you 
can dance with grace, or speak confidently to a large 
group. They do not know that your friends count on you 
to be there for them when they are sad. They do not 
know that you participate in sports, help your Mum or 
Dad, or that you play with your little brother, sister or 
cousins. They do not know that you are caring, 
thoughtful and that a every day you do your best. 
because these are attributes that cannot be tested. 

The scores you get from this test will tell you how you 
did on that day, but they will not tell you everything.  

They can’t tell you that you have improved on 
something that you once found difficult. They can’t tell 
you that you brighten up your teacher’s day. They can’t 
tell you how amazingly special you are. 

Hopefully, you tackled each NAPLAN test this week, to 
the best of your ability, although you need to remember 

that there is no one way to ‘test’ 
all the wonderful things that 
make you, YOU!
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NAPLAN 2018 
Three thoughtful staff members, Ms Ferguson, Miss Karstrom and Ms Tauia, our 
Stage Two teachers, thought they’d help ease Year 3’s nerves, as they were ready to 
sit NAPLAN for the first time ever! 

The day prior to NAPLAN commencing, each student in Year 3 received a special 
message and gift. 

On Tuesday morning, as Year 3 ascended the stairs to commence their first-ever 
NAPLAN test, they were greeted with the following message: 

NAPLAN Online has started off with some success, but also some technical and 
system frustrations, which was to be expected. The children have been amazing 
in taking it all in their stride. Parents and Carers have been informed of any 
changes as they have arisen. 

Next week’s timetable: 

Monday 21:	 	 3F & 3T - Language Conventions 

Tuesday 22:	 	 Year 3 - Numeracy & 5C, 5S & 5Y - Numeracy 

Wednesday 23:		 5L & 5W - Numeracy & Catch-up for absent students 

'Let's Go Year 3! YOU GOT THIS! 
Take a deep breath. Take your 

time and double check your work. 
This is your chance to SHINE and 

SHOW all the GREAT things 
you've learned so far! LOVE 
FROM Ms F, Miss K, Ms T' 
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A reminder that contributions should be made 
via http://www.flexischools.com.au, not 

through the school’s online payment system. 
Thank you.

http://www.flexischools.com.au/
http://www.flexischools.com.au/
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Welcome Parents and Carers to the first week of Rock & Water.
Each week, in the newsletter will be updates of:

• What it is
• What is happening in each week
• Key words and phrases you can use with your child

This week was the inaugural week for Stage 2 students who are not involved in PSSA. On Friday afternoon, they got 
to spend some time with me, Mr Baumann, to begin their journey within Rock & Water.

What is Rock & Water?
The Rock & Water program is an experience that provides young people a pathway to self-awareness, and 
increased self-confidence and social functioning.

Each participant of the Rock & Water program undergoes a journey of self-awareness as they learn about 
responding to life with either “rock” or a “water” attitude. The use of symbolism is central to the success of the Rock & 
Water program and a reason why students are drawn to the program.

The program is an excellent tool to support young people in finding their grounding, learning how to centre oneself 
and learning how to self-manage in social settings.
Topics covered in the program include:

• Intuition
• Body language
• Mental strength
• Empathic feeling
• Positive feeling
• Positive thinking
• Positive visualisation

Topics include:
• Bullying
• Life goals
• Following their inner compass.

This Week’s Focus
Breathing Techniques – this is great during times of stress, anger or sadness. It allows us to find our centre, stay 
calm, and focus on what the real issue is.

Standing Strong – standing strong in our “rock” stance gave us a feeling of strength. Some were surprised as to how 
strong we really are.

Key Words
Centre Focus “Rock” (meaning) “Water” (meaning) Rock & Water Salute

“I respect you, and I will not hurt you”

See you all next week!
Mr Baumann
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Miss Stanley raps (wraps) 

it up at Balmain PS.. 
Miss Stanley, as much as she loves teaching 5/6 Spoggia, has made the decision to resign from 
her teaching contract at Balmain PS. In true Miss Stanley style, she decided to let the class 
know by creating a ‘goodbye rap’. As there were 3 students, Ava, Charlie and Connor, who 
weren’t in class on Monday to hear the news, Miss Stanley had her rap recorded and uploaded 
onto a private YouTube channel, so that everybody received the message. You can access Miss 
Stanley’s ‘goodbye rap’ here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=7Na12qFmooI&feature=youtu.be  

Miss Stanley wraps up her time at Balmain Public School on 
Friday 22 June (end of Week 8). Miss Kate Tamplin, who was an 
intern on 5/6 Lasseter’s  in Term One, will be teaching 5/6S 
until the end of the year, upon her return from an overseas trip. 
Miss Tamplin commences on the class on Monday 6 August 
(Term 3 Week 3). 

Ms Glenda Louie, who is known to the students, will teach 5/6S 
for the 4 weeks after Miss Stanley finishes up and prior to Miss 
Tamplin’s starting date. 

Miss Stanley, you are an amazing teacher and Balmain PS has 
been fortunate to have you as part of our team! We will all miss 
you…wishing you the best of luck in the future!

News from Ms Lovett.. 
Ms Lynda Lovett has been working on and off at Head Office, writing support materials in 
preparation for the release of an updated policy for gifted education. She has been invited to 
work at Head Office until the end of this term. 

Ms Lovett has accepted the invitation, with my support, although they’ve promised to give her 
back!!!! Whilst we try to ensure the least disruption to routine as possible, we are sharing the 
teachers on 5/6 Lasseter’s until Ms Lovett returns. Miss Sarah Weston will be the constant 
teacher up in the ‘Treehouse’. 

Ms Jessie Shepherd, a familiar face around the school, will be replacing Ms Lovett for the next 
couple of weeks. Miss Kate Tamplin, who was the intern on 5/6 L last term, will be on the 
class for the following three weeks (as she then goes on her overseas trip), whilst Ms 
Catherine Adamson, who currently is on 5/6 L every Friday, will teach the class for the final 
two weeks of term. 

Miss Weston will relieve as the Assistant Principal on Stage 3 during Ms Lovett’s absence.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7Na12qFmooI&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7Na12qFmooI&feature=youtu.be
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A Message from 

Miss Tamplin… 
Hello to the students, parents and Balmain community, 

My name is Kate Tamplin and I am very excited to be 
teaching at Balmain PS! I will taking over from Miss Stanley 
in early August, after I return from a trip to visit extended 
family and friends in Croatia and Malta.  

Many of you will recognise me as I recently completed my 
final Internship under the guidance of Ms Lovett during Term 
One. It was during this period that I realised how much I 
enjoyed and valued being a part of the Balmain community. 
The students, families and teachers make it a joy to walk 
through the front gate each and every morning. 

I commenced my Bachelor of Education (Primary) through 
Sydney University in 2014, after resigning from a Senior 
Management position at a large retailer. I completed my 
studies through Curtin University as a distance student while 
maintaining a part-time work schedule. In my spare time, I 
enjoy discovering new music (ask me for new 
recommendations), creating stained glass pieces, going to the 
beach, playing guitar, cooking and playing Mario Kart with my 
8 year old nephew.   

I also own a beautiful Weimaraner named Ruby, who is 3 
years old. We love to go on adventures together and are 
inseparable when I get home from work.  

For the next 6 weeks I will be working with 1/2M and 5/6L 
before I leave for my trip. If you see me on playground duty 
or around Balmain, then please come and say ‘hello’! I would 
love to meet you all before Term Two is complete.  

Best wishes, 
Miss Tamplin

GOODBYE RAP 
Hey 5/6S I have something to tell you 
Saying it makes me feel a little blue 
I love being in this room and learning with you all 
I love the desks, the chairs, and even our yellow walls! 
I love how you smile and laugh and we have fun 
each day 
But… (and here’s the thing that’s hard to say) 
Beyond these four walls there’s other things that 
mean a lot to me 
Like living with my partner next to the sea. 
Most of you live not too far away 
And it’s easy for you to get here each day. 
For me, I have to leave real early each morning 
Otherwise stuck in traffic I am left yawning….. 
There’s lots of great schools in Sydney 
And lots of fun and awesome teachers too 
And lots of wonderful students, though maybe not 
as wonderful as you. 
I’m really glad I’ve got to teach a class that’s so super 
cool 
But I’m sorry to say our time together is almost 
through...  
as I’ve resigned from the school. 
The GOOD news is - I’m still here for six more 
weeks and will get to come to camp! 
‘Cause if I’d missed that my eyes would have been 
damp   (Like, with tears) 
The other GOOD news is that your new teacher is 
AWESOME and FUN 
She’s Miss Tamplin, and if it’d been my job to pick your 
next teacher she’d be my number one 
I’m so happy Mrs Lambos asked her to teach you after 
I’m gone. 
Ms Tamplin watches Spongebob, Adventure Time and 
the Regular Show, 
She’s a Studio Ghilbi fan who’s been to Tok-y-o, 
She plays Zelda, Mario Kart and even Fortnite’s on her 
ra-dar, 
She listens to Harry Styles, Bruno Mars and she plays 
the gui-tar. 
You’re going to have a great Term 3 and 4 with Ms 
Tamplin 
She won’t be tramplin     (Your style) 
She’ll be adding knowledge to your mind 
She’s smart, and cheerful, and just the right kind. 
So…. let’s make the next six weeks cheerful    >> not 
tearful 
I know this may be a shock to hear 
But there’s one thing I want to make clear - 

Once your teacher, always your friend. 
If you miss me, an email you can send.
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LEARNING IN 1 /2 MEGALODON!

1/2 MEGALODON CONTINUE TO WORK HARD IN ALL AREAS OF LEARNING. 
THESE PHOTOS WERE TAKEN DURING ‘INVESTIGATIONS’, WHERE YOU WILL 
SEE THE CHILDREN PROGRAMMING, CODING, DESIGNING, DANCING, 
MAKE-BELIEVING AND DOING LOTS OF LEARNING. WELL DONE, 
MEGALODON! 
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PSSA 
SOCCER 
Senior Div A 
The game was a really exciting one, with both teams playing really well. At half time it was 1-1 and both 
teams were pumped. But it was Annandale Nth that came in on top, resulting in a 4-2 loss for Balmain A’s.
Senior Div B 
The first game of the season took off with a bang today with a 6-0 lead for the Balmain B Team. There 
were some great goals and assists; most notably the four goals Harrison McL scored. 

Man of the Match today was: Dom W - for a great game and excellent sportsmanship! .
Juniors 
What a game! Orange Grove came in red hot taking the first goal. At half time, the team reset and 
adjusted positions. With fantastic communication and team work, it was a whole team effort that lead to 
the 3 cleanly executed goals from our Striker Santi to take out the game! 

NETBALL 
Seniors 
Div 1  Team 1  Win 18 - 0 against Nicholson St 
Div 2  Team 2   Win  8 - 0 against Birchgrove PS  
Div 2  Team 3  Loss 3 - 2 against Rozelle PS 
  
Juniors 
Won Forfeit ( had a fun game with Fort St)
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