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PIGEON POST 
 Learn ~ Live ~ Lead

JULY 
• Wed 4 ~ P&C meeting ~ 

7pm 

• Thurs 5 ~ K-6 Athletics 
Carnival 

• Fri 6 ~ LAST DAY OF 
TERM 2 

• Mon 23 ~ Staff 
Development Day ~ NO 
students 

• Tues 24 ~STUDENTS 
RETURN 

• Tues 31 ~ ICAS English ~ 
7:30am 

AUGUST 
• Wed 1 ~ P&C meeting ~ 

7pm  

• Tues 14 ~ ICAS 
Mathematics ~ 7:30am

Winter Soiree…
Monday evening saw a sea of red in the Hall - our Bachs, 
Beethovens and Strauss’ Strings all came together for 2018’s 
first music evening - a Winter Soiree! 

The stage was full of Strauss’ Strings musicians - newly formed 
at the beginning of this term. The cuteness factor was amazing! 

The Beethovens, playing together on stage for the first time, also 
delighted the audience with their playing during the evening. 

There were fabulous soloists, dynamic duets and even a stunning 
own composition by Eva S - wow! 

The Bachs finished off the Soiree with their professional sounding  
pieces, especially with the toe-tapping ‘Sesame Street’! 

A huge thanks to Naomi, Hailey, Michelle and Rosy for their 
terrific tutelage, as well as to the incredible Ms Biggins, our 
accomplished accompanist! 

Well done to all!!!! 

Maria Lambos ~ Principal
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LEARN LIVE LEAD  
Awards 

K Crabs 
Saoirse McC - showing enthusiasm during all learning 
activities 
K Dugong 
Emily L  - her detailed drawing of an Anglerfish 
Gerhard S - having a great attitude and a positive start at 
Balmain 
K Pufferfish  
Juma M - working hard to learn his sight words 
1/2 Blue Dragon 
Lucy O - always working hard on her spelling and 
handwriting 
1/2 Galapagos 
Toby M - discovering how to use our Stage 1 reading 
comprehension program and then patiently teaching 
Miss Morris and his classmates 
1/2 Megalodon 
Hudson L - his use of sophisticated language when 
writing 
1/2 Seahorse 
Frederique R - her enthusiastic approach to learning and 
her impressive reading in class. Keep it up! 
3/4 Flameback 
Matilda R - making positive changes to your behaviour 
and attitude! 
3/4 Krill 
Alex T - his ability to apply his outstanding mathematical 
skills in a range of contexts 
3/4 Turtles 
Olivia S - working hard on her writing and mathematics 
demonstrating her commitment to her learning. Well 
done! 
5/6 Coelacanth 
Chloe B - working hard to develop a growth mindset in 
all areas 
5/6 Lasseter’s 
Sora S - working hard to improve his speaking skills 
(tone and intonation) and an excellent Science PBL 
presentation 
5/6 Spoggiá  
Connor C - his amazing resilience, bravery and humanity 
under pressure 
5/6 Wahoo 
Mya H - demonstrating exceptional leadership skills in a 
variety of tasks 
5/6 Yabby 
Matilde L - for her well-written and creative poem 
personifying the season of Winter 

YOU CAN DO IT!
Awards 

K Crabs 
Charlotte R - always being in the right place at the right 
time 
K Dugong 
Claudia P - being organised for every learning task 
K Pufferfish  
Cody D - following instructions 
1/2 Blue Dragon 
Ethan W - using his learning time wisely 
1/2 Galapagos 
Remi O’B - consistently being organised for all activities 
1/2 Megalodon 
Angus B - being organised for writing activities 
1/2 Seahorse 
Kerttu J - being safe on the playground and responsible 
with her belongings 
3/4 Flameback 
Lachlan R - using learning time more wisely 
3/4 Krill 
Dillon P - demonstrating reliability and helpfulness 
3/4 Turtles 
Will M - his consistent diligence and conscientious 
attitude to his learning. Good work! 
5/6 Coelacanth 
Felicia Y - always working hard to finish tasks to a high 
standard 
5/6 Lasseter’s 
Zoe V - her excellent organisational skills and always 
meeting timeframes to submit her work 
5/6 Spoggiá  
Thea G - her significant improvement in creating an 
engaging and dramatic poem 
5/6 Wahoo 
Alexandra S - demonstrating exceptional organisational 
skills in the execution of her 'Catwalk Collection' 
Freedom to Learn task. Well done! 
5/6 Yabby 
Cassia D - effectively organising her time and being the 
first to complete our poetry writing task

POSITIVE 

PETE 

AWARD 

goes to: 

Patrick F 1/2S 
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P&C Meeting 
Wednesday               @ 7pm 

in the Staffroom 
All Welcome!
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DISCO ’Til You Drop… 
There was an event 
organised(thanks to P&C, Cliff 
and helpers)… 

There was a crowd (thanks to 
Balmain PS students)… 

There was security (thanks to 
Ms MG and staff)… 

There were chaperones (thanks 
to parents and helpers)… 

There was music (thanks to 
Footsteps)… 

There was pizza and 
refreshments (thanks again to 
Cliff and Co.)… 

There was fun (thanks to Year 6 
volunteers)… 

THERE WAS A DISCO!!! 
Thanks to the Balmain 

Public School 
Community!!!!
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At a professional dinner on Friday evening, Adrian Piccoli, former Minister of Education from 2011 to 
2017, spoke to us about his time as our Minister, as well as the future, where he is still involved in 
education… 

During my years as Minister for Education in NSW, I had the privilege to see every day just how much 
effort and goodwill from parents, teachers, principals and policy makers went into making a positive 
change in young people’s lives through education. The Gonski Institute for Education has been set up by 
UNSW Sydney with the express purpose of supporting that ongoing effort and goodwill… 
Our core mission at the Gonski Institute is to address growing inequality in Australian education as well 
as improving access for students to high-quality education wherever they may go to school.  
We will do this by delivering practical, interdisciplinary research as well as focused professional 
development. We will conduct research, test potential solutions and contribute to policy, working closely 
with governments, educators, community groups and parent associations.  As well as rural and regional 
students, we will strive to improve opportunities for disadvantaged students and students with 
disabilities, as well as providing the opportunities required by gifted and talented students.  
Our aim is for UNSW to be the national centre for excellence in school leadership, system and political 
leadership, and a global hub for scholars, policy-makers and thought leaders interested in research and 
practice in educational excellence, access and equity. 
Finland’s Pasi Sahlberg, an educator and author who has worked as a schoolteacher, teacher educator, 
researcher, and policy advisor in Finland and has studied education systems, analysed education 
policies, and advised education reforms around the world. He has written and spoken widely about these 
topics, his book “Finnish Lessons 2.0: What Can the World Learn from Educational Change in Finland” 
won the 2013 Grawemeyer Award for an idea that has potential to change the world. He is a former 
senior education specialist at the World Bank, a lead education expert at the European Training 
Foundation, a director general at Finland’s Ministry of Education, and a Visiting Professor of Practice 
at Harvard University. He is a professor of education policy at the Gonski Institute for Education, 
University of New South Wales in Sydney, Australia. 
The future of education is in great hands! 

Gonski 
2.0 and 
beyond

…

Balmain PS 
Staff are 

Connected! 
At a Professional Learning session on 
Wednesday afternoon, we discovered 
that we all have connections to each 
other.

The Aboriginal Education ‘8 Ways of 
Learning’ activity, known as ‘Yarn Time’, 
was led by Ms Karstrom, who is a team 
member of our Aboriginal Education 
Committee.

Learning is so much fun! We love it!
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LITERATURE STUDY IN 5/6 YABBY

‘FREEDOM SWIMMER’ BOOK SYNOPSIS 

By Daphne M 

It’s 1968 and an orphan boy Ming lives in the small village of Dingzai on the Dapeng 
Peninsula in China. Chairman Mao Zedong is the leader and everyone has to abide by his 
rules. His followers, the “Red Guards”, are sent to villages to make sure the peasants are 
being perfect communists. Amongst the group of “Red Guards” that are sent to Ming’s little 
village, is Li - a kind city boy. The city boys who aren’t used to all the hard farming work 
and bad conditions are struggling. So Ming and Li bond over the sea as Ming teaches Li to 
swim. But as times get tougher, not even the sea can help them. They become sick, tired, 
hungry and they dream of freedom. But is swimming to freedom worth it? To risk the sharks, 
guards, labour camps, isolation from society and even possibly death? 

Read Freedom Swimmer yourself to find out! 

‘FREEDOM SWIMMER’ AUTHOR VISIT 
By Nicholas G 

This semester we have been reading and studying the book 
Freedom Swimmer. On Wednesday the 23rd of May, the 
author Wai Chim came to our class and talked about her 
book. Wai talked about what an author has to do to write a 
book and about her writing process. She also talked about 
how she researched information to help her write Freedom 
Swimmer. We then got to plan a story together focusing on 
historical fiction writing techniques. At the end of the 
session, we asked her lots of questions and she even gave 
us signed Freedom Swimmer bookmarks!



Balmain Public School Volume 2 Issue 9 1 July 2018

�7

5/6 YABBY AT STAGE 3 CAMP

THE GREAT AUSSIE BUSH CAMP POEM 
By Emily M & Jade W 

We packed our bags and got on the bus, 
after three hours, to camp it got us. 

We put our bags all in a bunch, 
found out our cabins and went to get lunch. 

There were lots of different activities to do, 
like canoeing and an obstacle course to go through. 

There were sand dunes and a flying fox, 
and an activity about water and rocks. 

We got burgers, snow cones and cordial galore, 
we got pancakes, garlic bread and so much more. 

After dinner before lights out, 
we got to play games out and about. 

We had so much fun everyday, 
but then came the time we had to go away. 

Even though this was sad, 
we are all so thankful about the time we had! 
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HELP US COLLECT ORAL CARE WASTE 
ITEMS FOR A RECYCLING COMPETITION!
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We’re learning 

to code… 
Students in 1/2 Megaladon invited me 

to watch Peter, the BeeBot, follow a 
path to set off the dominos. 

Peter is controlled by humans - humans 
that live in 1/2M - and follows 

instructions at a touch of a button (and 
some planning). 

This is a great example of coding!
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On Monday, 25 June, the Spelling 
Bee was held at Balmain Public 
School. Two students from each 
class were selected for this 
event, as a result of winning their 
class Spelling Bee. This involved 
spelling the most amount of 
correct words from the Premier’s 
Spelling Bee list earlier in the 
term – what a fantastic 
achievement! 

The Stage 2 Spelling Bee was up 
first, with all participants spelling 
up a storm. The participants to 
represent Stage 2 were: Laila C 
3/4F, Jack C 3/4F, Henry C 
3/4T, Alex P 3/4K, Alex T 3/4K 
and Chloe T 3/4T and their 
chairperson Asha S 3/4K. The 
winning word was ‘octagon’! The 
winner of this competition, was 
Chloe T. Both Chloe T and Laila C 
will be representing Balmain 
Public School at the regional 
finals.

After Break A, it was time for Stage 
3! Due to the outstanding spelling 
abilities within this stage, words 

quickly became increasingly difficult. 
The winning word was ‘abstemious’ – 
how tricky! The winner was Aria P.  

The representatives for Stage 3, 
going to the regional finals, are Aria P 
and Dominic W. The participants that 

represented Stage 3 were Aiman C 
5/6Y, Connor C 5/6S,  Elvira G 5/6L,  

Danielle K 5/6S, Matilde L 5/6Y, Aria 
P 5/6L, Jeremy P 5/6C, Lucius S 

5/6C, Dominic W 5/6W, Liam Y 5/6W 
and chairperson – Matisse L 5/6W.

We wish Chloe, Laila, Dominic 
and Aria all the best of luck 

when they compete at the 
regional finals later this year. 

Well done to all participants 
on the day for their 

dedication, hard work and 
enthusiasm.
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Alexandra S, from 5/6W, is a 
budding fashion designer 
with a difference - she has 

planned, designed and 
executed, a fabulous 

collection of sustainable 
outfits! 

The sun shone brightly on 
the runway on Tuesday, with 

Stage 3 out in force - a 
special invite to Alexandra’s 
Freedom to Learn Catwalk 

Collection. 
Alexandra spoke of the 

importance of recycling and 
reusing particular ‘rubbish’, 
rather than contributing to 

landfill. 
The carefully chosen themed 

music played and each 
model was introduced and 
strutted their stuff down the 

catwalk. 
The models were (L to R): 

Elora B, Ingrid L and Bella T, 
with the fabulous designer, 

Alexandra S! 
Watch out for her label in the 

future!

Balmain’s own Catwalk
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This week at Rock & Water we looked at body language and how we as humans communicate through this. 
Given that body language accounts for 55% – 70% of our communication, it is a very important and significant 
aspect of our lives.

We learnt to become aware of body language, how to read someone else’s body language, understanding one’s 
own personal space, and those of others, learning to set and read them.

This Week’s Focus
Tunnel and Beach – Sometimes when we feel depressed or defeated we stand in a tunnel attitude. Tunnel has 
several physical traits that when added together make it difficult to look, think or feel positively.
Beach however, is the physical posture we have when we feel happy, confident and healthy, and it can be seen 
by others clearly.

Assertive people
• Stand up for their own rights and also recognise the rights of others
• Express themselves confidently
• Respect other peoples qualities
• Play by the rules

We also learnt that if we see something unjust in the playground, or some conflict happening between our friends. 
If we see a Tunnel in trouble. We will no longer be a bystander. We will help those in need. If I feel that I am not 
confident enough on my own, that’s okay because we can gather our friends to help intervene. We can get help 
from a teacher. Together we can help everyone feel safe and help everyone feel Beach.

If we remember that our body, mind and heart are connected.
In order to have positive thoughts and emotions, we need to start with our body.

   

                             “I respect you, and I will not hurt you”
See you all next week!

    Mr Baumann 
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